
I{INUTES OF MEENIIE OF TIIATM USffi,S ON
BURM FORK CRAH(, July 22, L9l+2.

In response to a petltlon filed by irViJ.lla.n McGlnrtis,

Louis StoIL, EarI Gamble, Bob Crenble, Frank KiIIlan, Harry

I(atzn5rer, Lyle Anderson and !1[n. McGlluls, Jr., water users, for
the appointment of a ruater comissioner to dlstribute the weter

of Burnt Fork creek for the 1942 irrigatlon season, a meetlng

ras dury ealled and held at the Burnt Fork school House, Burnt

Fork, Wyoning, on Jrrly 22, 1942, at 2:00 otclock p.n.

The fol-lorLng were present:

Fd. Il. Watson, State Engineer of Utah
Fred 1I. Cottrell, Chlef Deputy State F,ngineer of Utah
E. J. Skeen, Speclal Asslstant Attorney General of Utahrlnil C. Gredert, Srrperintendent, Weter Divisj_on #LrWyo.
Alton Beck, McKLrmon, Wyonlng
tbrry Katzqyer, McKinnonr Wyoning
J. C. Anderson, tt tl

Austin Stevens, Prcs., Interstate Canal & Res.Co.rMcKinnon,
Wyomir€;

EarI Ga.ob1e, McKlnnon, Wyo.
Claude Sadlier, McKlnnon, 14lyo.
Lerrence Beck, McKiruron, lllyo.
Beed Hanks, McKinnon, Wyo.
IUn. McGlnnis, Burrrt Fork, Wyoming
Joseph H. Boynton, McKlnnon, Wyoming
W. Lee Russell, McKinnon, Wyoming
hery Jensen, McKinnon, ITyoni-ng .

It was egreed by all of the water users present that they

constituted the naJority of the water users on Brrrnt Fork Creek who

divert weter in Wah.

Ur. Watson ealled the neeting to order and read the

petition of rater users rtrlch prompted the ealling of the meeting.

It was stated that since the fillng of the petition rith
the Sbate Engineer there had been heavy rains on the lendg ini-
gated from Brrrnt Fork Creek and that by reaaon thereof lt was urF

necessery to appolnt a water cornmisgloner for the L9l& ses,son. It
ras further stated that the flolr of the cneek had lncreesed sub-

stantially and that there was enough nater there for everyone.
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A notion was Eade by WlILlan McGirmisr seconded by W.

Lee RusseIL, that no water comissioner be appointed for the

1942 season. Thls notion Bs unanlmously adopted.

lfr. Watson asked l[r. Cottre]I to nake recormendations

as to improvemenfs rrhich would be advisable on the Burnt Fork

Creek distribution systen. Mr. Cottrell said that it would be

advisable to instn]] headgates and meaguring devic€a on aIL of

the canals whieh are not alread;r so equipped. He pointed out

that unti-} this was done it would not be possible to contnol or

n€esure the reter, and in tine of shortage a rvater connlssloner

would not be able to handle his Job properly. Thls reconmenda-

tlon was discussed by the water users and representatives of &11

of the canals and all agreed that heedgates and measuring devlces

rculd be installed as soon es posslble.

A notion was nade by Lerrence Beck and duly eecoaded,

that headgates and measuring devices of a design approved by the

state engineer, be installed on eIL cansls in Utah. The lrction

carrled rrnardnously.

l[r. Cottrell nade the further suggestion that before

a water comnlssioner eould distribute reter successfully, it
would be necessary to have the mter riglrbs on Brrnt Fork Creek

adJudlcated or a Echedule of water rights worked out by the water

users themselves by stlpulation.

Idr. Skeen stated that the Eter rights could be decreed

ln arly one of the following ways:

I- IVrd-tten agnEement signed by aIL of the rater userg

on Burnt Fork, settlir€ aIL water rights where diversions are in

Utsh! to be confirmed by stipulated court decree.

2- Agr.eernent in rriting signed by aIL of the uater userg

that the gtate engineer act as an arbitrator and settle ar\y disputes
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wtrich night arise in working out a sbipulation of'nater rightsl

rhictt stipulation nould be confiraed by a decree of the district
court, under the provi.sions of Sec. 100-2-15, Chapter t6, Laws of

Utah, 1941.

J. FiIe a petition in the district court for a general

adJudlcation of aII rater rights on Burnt Fork Creek in Utah.

under this petition, the state engineer would make a proposed de-

temination of ruater rights for submlsslon to the dlstrict court.

The water users rould be required to pay the ocpense incuned.

It was stated that under the flrst tro methods mentloned,

no e:pense would be insurred and the result obtained rould be Just

as satisfactory fnon the standpoJ.nt of court records as e decree

of the court under the usuel adJudication process.

I[r. Wetson suggested that a letter be rrltten to the

Burnt Fork ueers setting out i-n more detall the action wtrlch shoutd

be taken to stipulate a schedule of water rights.

ldr. Ehtll C. Gradert, Superlntendent, Water Dlvlslon No.4

of Wyoming, sbated that in wor*cing out a schedule of water rights

ln utah, the rater should be divided on the basls of actuar bene-

ficial use and no urore rrater should be tatcen than that requlred to

irrigate the land under each dltch. Mr. Gradert also stated that

lt vould be advisable for the ,states of Utah and Wyoning to enter

j.nto a conpact for the dlvision of the uater of Burt Fork Creek.

A notlon was made by Cleude Sadlier, duly oeconded, thet

a meeting be held in the near future for the purpose of selecting

a comittee rhose duty it rorrl-d be to work out a stipulati-on of

water rights and that a chairman of the neeting be roninated.

This notion was carried unani.mous\r. W. Lee Russell was nomi-natod

and elected and e reetiag of rater users ras called for August 1,

L9l+2t at 8:0O orclock p.m. Bt the YI. Lee BusseDresLdence.
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Ir. Cotttrll nrgl..t.d tbrt lt rould bo rdrtleblc to

dnelgbton thc Bursg For* Crc* sbanel Lncdf^rt,rLy rbevc the

Irt,errbrtc Grnal and Bcrcnolr Coryraf hcr.{grtr.

A rtLea rea redr by tlIltu ldilnnfu, dnly reonded,

thet tt nc the coErcarua of oplnloa rt thc rrdtng thct tbc

cnrck chenml br rSrlrlgbtcncd by thc lctorrGeto Csnl ud Bcrr.tr.

volr Coqpeay tn reeordrnec rltb ouggcrtlonr ndo by ltr. Cottrrrill.

fbcrc b.lag rc furthcr burlaorl, the rot14g nr
adJourad.
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